TOURNAMENT DIRECTOR’S REPORT

BOLAND CLOSED
DATE  :    14 & 15 MARCH 2009

VENUE  :  BOXING HALL, PAARL
NUMBER OF PLAYERS  :   A SECTION =  6
                                              B SECTION =  6
                                              C SECTION =  7
                                             TOTAL         =   19
MARKETING / ADVERTISING  :  Boland Chess did the advertising by sending out e-mails and faxes.
REGISTRATION  :  Registration took place during the week prior to the tournament as well as on the Saturday morning of the tournament.
CAPTURING OF ENTRIES  :  Ronelle Hendriksz did the capturing of the entries. 
TUCK SHOP  :  This was organized by Boland Chess Union and was sufficient for the number of players.
VENUE  :  The venue was well ventilated and the hall doors could open on both sides to let the air circulate.  
SETTING UP  :  Was done on the Saturday morning by Andre Truter.
DRAWS  :  All draws for the three round robin sections were done by Ronelle Hendriksz on the Swiss Arbiter IA program.
TOURNAMENT DIRECTOR  :  Anton Marais was advertised as the Tournament Director, but something came up and Andre Truter asked Ronelle Hendriksz to be the TD on Saturday and Anton would do duty on Sunday.  The rounds finished quicker than expected and there were only 4 games in total to be played on Sunday morning (one in C section and 3 in B section), therefore Ronelle completed the TD duty on Sunday.  Anton arrived at the venue on Sunday morning and after seeing that everything was under control, left again.
PRIZE GIVING :  As sections finished, their prizes were given to the players.  The first place received a trophy and second and third places received medals.
SENDING OF RESULTS  :  Andre Truter will send the results to Gunther van den Bergh for rating purposes. 

COMMENTS  :  I expected to see more of the strong Boland players, but for some reason they did not attend the tournament.  It saddens me to see the Boland tournaments getting smaller each year.  
PROBLEMS AND COMPLAINTS  :  

1.  I had a problem regarding the entry of Jacob Berman.  His father phoned 

     Andre Truter during the week and insisted on his son playing in the A 

     section.  When I entered the names, I saw that Jacob does not belong in 

     A section as the 6 top players who entered had ratings between 2227 and 

    1663.  Jacob’s CHESSA rating currently reflected on the website is 1534.  I 

    suggested to Andre Truter that Jacob be paired in the B section where the 

    rating was between 1603 and 1517.  I entered him in the B section together 

    with Neil Horne, Peter Micklem, Pieter Theron, Abraham de Villiers and

    Andries Truter.  The A section players were Stephan Wagner, Johannes 

    Cruywagen, Andrew Southey, Bernard Klein, Johan Strydom and Gawie 

    Hendriksz.  When Mr. Berman arrived, Andre explained the situation to him 

    and he said if Jacob does not play in the A section, he will withdraw his son

    from the tournament.  He felt as he was promised that his son will be put in 

    the A section on his own demand, he must play there.  Andre tried to 

    explain to him that strong players entered, but he was addement to 

    withdraw Jacob.  It was therefore decided to give him his way and to enter

    Gawie in the B section and Jacob in the A section.   Gawie felt he had been

    do in by this action as he deserved to play in the A section and not Jacob.  
    Jacob only won one game and I personally felt he would have had more

    practice and gain more experience playing in the B section.

2.  The other problem was the withdrawal of two players from the C section 

     after round 3.  I kept these players in the grid and gave each opponent a

     “+” as a result as not to disadvantage any player.  Karina de Villiers ended

     the tournament in second position and Wian Bester ended in first position.

     Karina’s father phoned me after the tournament and said the Bester had 

     lost his game against one of the withdrawn players and I explained that I 

     gave every player the “free point” even if they had lost the game.  Abraham

     de Villiers filed an appeal with Anton Marais via e-mail.  After I spoke to 

     Graham Attwood I informed Abraham as follows  :  Graham forwarded me 

      an extract from the pairing rules whereby I should have deleted the two

      players from the grid which would mean than the scores for and against

      the withdrawn players would not count.  I gave each opponent a “free” 

      point, but the result would have been the same had I given them all a 

      zero.  Abraham understood it and felt satisfied that Karina did indeed end

      second and not first.    
Regards

Tournament Director
Ronelle Hendriksz
